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- The islands lay around, |000kmy west of the coast of Ecuador whichs s irv Southy
America:

- There are |37 islands, which lay, either side of the Equator: | are large islands, and,
k- are inhabited by people. The total, human population ts 25,000.

animal species thats are found nowhere else on Earthy Chanles Darwirvs obserations and,

OWMW&@MW%WWW%GWIWWW
ﬁovfh@lm\g@nwnbf»qflendﬁmwspwﬁ&qflplmt&md;mmal& Fr\om/|835 Charles
Damused/obfserwhon& these species to form his: Theory of, Evolution

-The Galapagos tortoise s the largest living species of tortolse;

weighing up to &1 7kg (around, 6 times the average mand) Their

huge size is attributed to- ‘island gigantism.” They hare
lifespans of over 100 years.
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How were the Galapagos Islands Jormed?

- The marine iguana is also endemic to the Galapagos
Islands: It i the only marine lizard: species ir the world:

repeated, volcanic action .. Isabela was formed when six
volcano%&omedaboveseﬂ/[eudd Geo(ogicau,g,’the(}alapagoa

years old

Volcano erupting on
I? the seabed - molten
rock breaks through

the Earth's crust

- Also knowry as the Opuntias Cactus, this is the: most numerous

endemic plant; in the archipelago: The fruits; seeds and pads

are a major part of the diet of tortoises; iguanas, mockingbirds
and Jinches:

- These Jinches are named: after Charles Darwin, who- noted,

Physical Geography of the Galapagos islands

~Most of the Galapagos Islands are either side of the Equator: The Equator
- The other major tslands include Fernandina, Santiage:. Santas Cruz and, Sary
Cristohal.

-Because o} their proximity, to- the: Equator. the islands have a largely tropical
climate, with, o rainy seasory from January to- May,

- The islands are wolcanic (volcanoes thal rise from the sea) and there ares still
some active volcanoes today, (the last eruption was onv Isabelas iy 2008).

- It s @ dynamic region constantly changing with, volcanic eruptions, new
lama fields forming and, islands eroding and, expanding,
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Isobela Islands which reaches o heighty of |, 70 7metres.
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