First World War 1914-1918

Before the war

In the early 1900z, Britain was one of the world's
most powearful nations and had a large empire. British
politiclans wanted to avold war and there had been
aperiod of peace in Eurcpe. However, Germany was
becoming a cause for concern, ruled by an ambitiows
Kaiser wiha was envious af Britains m itary strength,

Causes of war

The First Waorld War started after the assassinatlon

of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo on 28th June
1914, However, ather factors, including imperialism,
nationalism, militarism and alliances between countries,
also contributed towards war breaking out,

Warring countries

Tha war was fought between two groups: the Central
Powers [Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the
Ottoeman Empire] and the Allled Powers [Serbia, Russia,
France, Great Britain, taly, Balgium and the United States
of america), The LS4 joined the allies in 1917, Some
couniries remained nevtral during the war,
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Becoming a soldier

When war broke out, the army needed soldiers. Initially,
men did not hawe to fight but were persuaded to join

by propaganda. Later on, conscription was introdwced
meaning that men aged 18-41 had to join the anmy.
Hundreds of thousands of men were sent to battlefields n
places such as northern France and Belglum.

Life in the trenches

Sobdiers on both sides dug deep, narrow ditches called
trenches in the ground 1o hide from enamy altack,
Sobdiers lived in the trenches bor weeks at a time and
thousands were killed in battla. Trench conditions were
terrible. They were smeby, muddy and infested with lice
and rats. The soldiers did not get much sleep and wera
woken to complete daily chores or fight. During rest time,
soldiers wrote latters and sometimes played card games.

Weapons and technology

During the First Waorkd War, both sides used a combination
of weapons such as artillery, poison gas, tanks and
aircraft. Some of these, like poison gas and tanks, were
newly-invented and being used for the first time. Polson
gas was one of the most feared weapons of the war

and was fired into the trenches inside shells, s efects
included wormiting, $ore eges, Blistenng skin and internal
and external bleeding
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Life on the home front

The war changed people’s lives at home in Britain
Rationing, bombing and strikes by discontented workers
made lifa difficult for people living on the home frant.
Mew jobs were created bo help with the war effort,
Including jobs for women that had previously been done
by men, such as working in munitlens factorses. Children
were also expected 1o help with the war effort by doing
jobs around the home, Some men refused 1o I'i,_g.h'.

far maoral reasons, They were known as conscientious
objectors and ware often treated harshly

The end of the war

The war ended in 1918 at 11 am on the eleventh day

of the eleventh month. Germany signed an armistice,

an agreement for peace, that had been prepared by
Britzin and France. The Allies celebrated the end of the
war, and in London, a huge crowd gathered in Trafalgar
Square, Qn the 28th June 1918, eactly five years after the
assassination of &rchduke Franz Ferdinand, Germany and
the Allied Powers signed a peace treaty called the Treaty
of Mersailles,

Remembrance

The poppy is a symbal of rermermbrance. During the First
World War, poppies grew on barren land such as old
battlefields. A Canadian doctor called Lt Ciol lohn McCras
was inspired by the sight of the poppies to write a famous
poam called In Flanders Flelds after his friend died at
fpres, After the war, the poppy became an official symbal
of remermbrance.

First World War timeline

1914

28th June

28th July

dth August

Gth—10th September
19th October — 22nd November
24th-25th December
1915

17th February

22nd April

Tth May

31st May

1916

Anh lanuary

I1st February = 18th December
2nd March

25th May

315t May — 1st June

1st July — 18th November
15th Septambar

h December

1917

Beh April

17th Juby

31st July = 10th November
1918

lanuary

1st April

Bth — 11th August
August

Oth Movember

11th Movember

1919

2&8th June

Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarapevo

Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia and Russia mobilises its troogps

Garrmarry invades Balgivm and Britain declares war on Germarny
First Battle of Marne

First Battle of Ypres

Christrnas truce

Battle of Gallipali begins

Garman forces kaunch their first gas attack near Ypres, Belgium

A German submarine sinks the British passenger ship, RMS Lusitania
Lendon suffers first German Zeppelin attack

Battle of Galipoll ends

Battle of Verdun

Conscription for unmarried men aged 18—41 i introdwcad in Britain
Conscription for married men aged 1841 is intraduced in Britain
Battle of lutland

Battle of the Somme

Britain degloys the first ever tank used in warfare

Dawid Lhoyd George becomes the Britsh prime minister

LIS joins the war to support the Allies

The Royal Family change their surmame to Windsor to appear more British

Third Battle of ¥ores, also known as the Battle of Fasschendaeha

Compulsory food rationing i introdueced in stages in Britain
The Rayal Air Force {RAF) s formed in Britain

Battle of Amiens

Allies foroe the Gerrnan ary 1o relreat

Eager Wilhelm |l abdicatas as ruler of Germany

Armistice is signed Detween France, Batain and Germary

Treaty of Wersailles is sipned, formally ending the war
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28 June

April

® |taly joined the war on
the side of the Allies
(Britain, France, Russia)

Archduke Franz
Ferdinand assassinated

August

September

QOutbreak of war May

Russians defeated * Battle of Ypres
by German forces at .

Tannenburg 5

Battle of the Marne

Russian army defeated
by German forces at
Masurian Lakes

February-August April March

» Battle of Verdun * USA declares war on * Final German attack
Germany * New Bolshevik

June-August government of Russia

July-November
» Battle of the Somme

Brusilow Offensive:
Russia defeats Austria- .
Hungary

July-November
Battle of
Passchendaele

December
* USA declares war on
Austria-Hungary

signed peace treaty
with Germany

November

® At 11:00hrs Paris time
on 11 November an
armistice was signed
between the Allies and
Germany signalling
Germany’s defeat and
the end of the war
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How Did World War II Start?

The leader of Germany, Adolf Hitler, had plans to take over other countries. In
March 1938, Germany invaded and annexed Austria, which made other countries
worried. On 29™ September 1938, British, French, German and Italian leaders
signed a treaty called the Munich Agreement. This allowed Hitler to annex the
Sudetenland (an area of Czechoslovakia) if he agreed not to invade anywhere
else. However, in August 1939, Hitler broke the agreement and invaded the rest
of Czechoslovakia, followed by Poland on 1% September. Britain, France and
Poland had made a pact to support each other, so Britain and France declared
war on Germany.

Benito Mussolini, Emperor Hirohito, Adolf Hitler, Josephs Stalin



